Little Village residents create a Vision for the Future

Earlier this month, LVEJO and 20 Little Village residents met to discuss a Vision for the Future of the community.  Lorena López, Lili Molina, and Michael Pitula facilitated a discussion about the communities needs over the next 30 years.  The focus was on jobs, transportation, and housing.  However, many other needs were identified.  Participants created timelines to help envision the next 30 years of life in Little Village and Chicago.  Then small groups worked on mapping out what they would like to see happen in Little Village in the future.  Groups of 4-5 people used 35”x45” colorized aerial photography maps to create this vision.

Some of the needs that we talked about were:

TRANSPORTATION

· Fix the streets.
· Outside visitors to 26th St. Generate a lot of traffic.

· There is not enough parking for people who drive from far away to shop in 26th St.  Not enough public transit to reduce driving.

· Active living…More walking on 26th street.  Less driving.
· Bus that goes all the way down 31st to Cicero or at least California.

· No fare increases on public transit.
EDUCATION & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
· Fix/Rebuild Gary School
· Better Teachers

· Arts building/school

· Library

· More jobs and training

· Better and More Schools/More alternative high schools

· Local industry and business should be encouraged to hire local workers.

HOUSING

· No condos.  Keep housing affordable and accessible to the existing residents.

· Resouces to fix homes instead of tearing them down.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
· Shut down Crawford Power Plant and eliminate the polluting industries; 

replace with solar power and efficient renewables.
· Close MRC plastics factory.

· Solar/Energy efficient  power sources (esp. at electric plant)

· Gardens (like LVEJO ya esta hacienda) & connection with schools

include organic and Mexican plants.

· Public bathrooms.

· Health care center.

RECREATION
· Parks with sports and programs for kids

· Centro Recreativo/ Park for families…Gym

· Cultural Center

· Arts building/school

· Youth Center, Movie Theatre & Resources for Seniors and Families at MRC factory(MRC doesn’t employ neighborhood residents).
PUBLIC SAFETY

· Less gang violence

· More security/vigilancia in the parks (cameras)

RELIGION/SPIRITUAL

· Church

LVEJO will be holding Vision for the Future meetings this April for Lawndale and Pilsen.  Please visit our website soon to find out about our upcoming dates.

